
Architects HUGH & EVA BUHRICH came
to Australia as refugees from Nazi Germany.
They settled in Castlecrag, where Hugh
established a small private practice by
referring to himself as a planning consultant
and a designer. Hugh established a wide
range of clients and eventually gained
registration as an architect in the 1970s.
Buhrich was a rational modernist. He was
inventive and a precision craftsman, clothing
functionalism in clean lines and occasional
strong colour.

Eva initially worked in architectural design
until the poor pay rates for women architects
resulted in her moving to writing and editing
as a career. She became a well­known
commentator on architecture and design,
writing for magazines, industry journals and
the Sydney Morning Herald.

Willoughby Incinerator
(the silver sculpture is a recent addition)
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Hugh and Eva Buhrich played a key role in
mobilising support to save the Walter Burley
Griffin­designed Willoughby Incinerator from
demolition in 1975. Fellow architect Peter
Moffitt recalls that that Hugh was shy and
withdrawn, while Eva was effusive and
outgoing. Eva was the public face of the Trust
and its campaign to mobilise support from
international architectural organisations
helped shift support within Willoughby
Municipal Council to save the incinerator. It
was restored and opened as the Incinerator
Restaurant in 1980. The Incinerator has now
been completely restored to a heritage level
(costing many millions of dollars).
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